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INTRODUCTION 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  studies  being  prepared  by  the 
Rocky  Mount  Planning  Board  as  part  of  a  continuing  planning  pro- 
gram, assisted  by  the  Division  of  Cotnmunity  Planning.   The  infor- 
mation and  conclusions  contained  herein  will  be  used  to  assist  the 
City  of  Rocky  Mount  in  planning  for  future  development. 

The  past  and  existing  population  of  Rocky  Mount  and  its 
surrounding  areas  have  been  studied,  and  future  projections  have 
been  made  in  this  report.   Since  these  projections  are  based  on 
what  has  happened  in  the  past,  they  only  indicate  what  will 
happen  if  nothing  is  done  to  remedy  the  conditions  in  which  past 
and  present  growth  took  place. 

The  economy  of  Rocky  Mount  has  been  studied  in  general  with 
emphasis  given  to  selected  sectors.   Employment  characteristics 
and  projections  have  been  stressed  rather  than  sales  and  production 
of  goods.   The  employment  and  population  projections  were  related 
and  examined  for  deviations. 
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PAST  TRENDS 

Rocky  Mount  Is  located  in  an  area  of  transition.   In  the 
past  there  have  been  periods  of  both  rapid  increases  and 
relative  stability  in  this  area. 

Rocky  Mount  was  originally  a  mill  town,  and  it  derives  its 
name  from  the  mounds  near  the  Falls  of  the  Tar.   When  the 
tracks  of  the  Wilmington  and  Wtldon  Railroad  were  laid  near 
the  mill  in  1840,  another  settlement  grew  around  the  freight 
platforms  and  gradually  merged  with  the  mill  town.   The  town 
thus  formed  was  incorporated  in  136?,  and  by  the  census  of 
1870,  had  a  population  of  357  persons. 

The   city    can  be  examined  in  its  regional  context  to 
explain  how  its  population  growth  has  occurred.   In  the 
immediate  region  it  is  a  part  of  two  agricultural  counties 
of  eastern  North  Carolina:   Edgecombe  County  to  the  east,  and 
Nash  County  to  the  west.   Edgecombe  County  Is  typical  of  the 
flat  country  of  North  Carolina's  coastal  plain,  while  Nash 
County,  a  1  though  similar  in  its  eastern  portion,  tends  to 
become  more  rolling  as  it  forms  part  of  the  "fall  line" 
separating  Piedmont,  North  Carolina,  from  the  Coastal  Plain. 

Rocky  Mount  has  been  the  trading  center  for  this  region, 
and  the  railroad  has  been  a  prime  factor  in  the  city's  develop- 
ment.  Tobacco,  cotton,  peanuts,  grain,  and  lumber  are  the 
principal  crops  of  this  region.   Other  industries  influencing 
the  city's  development  are  tobacco  processing,  textile  manu- 
facturing, fertilizer  processing,  and  lumbering. 

Since  1900,  Rocky  Mount's  per  cent  of  the  total  population 
of  Nash  and  Edgecombe  Counties  has  continued  to  increase  each 
decade. 
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Table  I.   POPULATIONS  OF  EDGECOMBE  AND  NASH  COUNTIES  AND 
ROCKY  MOUNT  FROM  1900  TO  1960 


Year 

Edgecombe 

Nash 

Total 

1900 

26,591 

25^ 

,478 

52,069 

1910 

32,010 

33, 

,727 

65,737 

1920 

37,995 

41 

,061 

79,056 

1930 

47,894 

52 

,  782 

100,676 

1940 

49,162 

55 

,608 

104,770 

1950 

51  ,634 

59 

,919 

111 ,553 

1960 

54,226 

61 

,002 

115,228 

Rocky  Mount 

7.  of  Total 

2,937 

5.6 

8,051 

12.2 

12, 742 

16.  1 

21  , 412 

21.3 

25,568 

24.4 

27,697 

24.8 

32, 147 

27.9 

Table  I  shows  that  in  1900,  Rocky  Mount  had  5.6  per  cent  of  all 
of  the  people  In  the  two  counties.   In  1960,  27.9  per  cent  of 
the  people  in  the  two   counties  lived  in  Rocky  Mount.   The 
increasing  urbanization  of  the  population  in  the  Rocky  Mount 
area  has  generally  followed  the  North  Carolina  pattern,  which 
in  1900  was  9.9  per  cent  urban  and  in  1960,  39.5  per  cent  urban, 

Table  II  shows  how  the  sex  and  racial  distribution  of 
population  has  varied  since  1910.   These  changes  have  not 
established  any  definite  pattern,  but  It  does  appear  that  since 
1940,  the  per  cent  of  nonwhltes  in  the  total  population  has 
declined. 


Table  II.   ROCKY  MOUNT  POPULATION,  1900-1960 

1910       1920       1930       1940       1950 


1960 


TOTAL 

8,051 

12,742 

21  . 

,412 

25, 568 

27,697 

32,147 

MALE 

3,996 

6,400 

10, 

,156 

12,002 

12,825 

14,885 

FEMALE 

4,055 

6,342 

11  : 

,256 

13,566 

14,872 

17 ,262 

WHITE 

4,982 

8,118 

12. 

,704 

14,798 

16,893 

20,827 

NONWHITE 

3,069 

4,624 

8. 

,708 

10,770 

10,804 

11  ,320 

G 


PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION 


1910 


1920 


1930 


1940 


1950 


1960 


TOTAL 

100% 

100% 

10  0% 

10  0% 

100% 

100% 

MALE 

49.6 

50.2 

47.4 

46.9 

46.3 

46.3 

FEMALE 

50.4 

49.8 

52.6 

53.  1 

53.7 

53.7 

WHITE 

61.9 

63.7 

59.4 

57.9 

61.0 

64.8 

NONWHITE 

38.  1 

36.3 

40.6 

42.  1 

39.0 

35.2 

EXISTING  CHARACTERISTICS 

Between  1950  and  1960,  the  population  of  Rocky  Mount 
followed  the  general  trend  of  eastern  North  Carolina;  that  is, 
the  young  adults  migrated  from  the  area. 

Table  III  portrays  the  changes  which  occurred  in  Rocky 
Mount's  population  by  age,  sex,  and  race.   There  was  a  decline 
in  the  number  of  persons  between  20  and  30  years  of  age  from 
1950  to  1960  in  each  sex  and  race  classification.   The  "change" 
column  on  Table  III  shows  what  has  occurred  for  a  specific 
age  group  over  the  ten-year  period.   In  1950,  there  were  491 
white  males  between  the  ages  of  15  and  19.   Ten  years  later  the 
persons  who  were  in  this  age  group  were  now  between  the  ages 
of  25  and  29,  but  there  were  630  persons  counted  in  this  age 
group  in  1960.   Therefore,  there  was  a  net  increase  of  139 
people  in  the  15  to  19  age  group  in  1950  as  that  age  group 
moved  foreward  to  1960.   Even  though  this  increase  occurred, 
there  were  still  169  fewer  people  between  25  and  29  in  1960 
than  there  were  in  1950. 

The  trend  toward  fewer  young  people  is  even  more  signi- 
ficant in  the  non-white  population.   Between  1950  and  1960, 
there  was  a  decline  in  the  number  of  persons  between  20  and  40 
in  both  the  non-white  males  and  non-white  females. 

Chart  I  shows  that  between  1950  and  1960,  Nash  and  Edgecombe 
Counties  became  more  urban  and  less  rural.   In  1960,  66.6  per 
cent  of  the  people  in  the  two  counties  were  living  in  either 
urban  areas  or  were  rural  non-farm  persons. 

Between  1950  and  1960,  the  total  number  of  white  males 


PERCENT    OF   POPULATION  URBAN,  RURAL  NON-F?VRM,  AND  RURAL 
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EDGECOMBE    COUNTY 


NASH     COUNTY 


COMBINED      TOTAL 
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POPULATION  CHANGE  1950  TO  1960  IN  ROCKY  MOUNT  BY  AGE,  SEX,  RACE 


1950     Change    1960    1950-60 
White  White   Group 

Males  Males   Difference 

+  114 
+366 
+  487 
+  180 
-  94 
-169 
+  7 
+  200 
+  193 
+  129 
+  44 
+  95 
+  52 
+  47 
+  77 
+  96 


1950 
White 
Fema 1 e  s 


7964 


9788 


+  1824 


8929 


Change  1960     1950-60 
Whit  e    Group 
Females  Difference 

+  148 
+  342 
+  411 
+  199 
-107 
-190 
+  82 
+  153 
+  143 
+  143 
+  116 
+  118 
+  150 
+  130 
+  150 
+  122 

11039     2110 


ge         1950     Change    1960 
roups   Non-white  Non-white 

Ma  1 e  s  Ma  1 es 


+  108 
+  155 
+  155 
+  7 
-118 
-114 

-  73 

-  53 
+  24 
+   6 

-  29 
77 
38 

2 
29 
22 


1950     Change    1960 
Non-white  Non-white 

Females  Females 


+  75 
+  158 
+  109 

-  23 
-172 
-251 

-  47 

-  60 

-  19 
39 
61 
99 
85 
50 
45 
31 


4861 


5097 


-236 


5943 


6223 


280 
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Increased  2  2.')  per  cent,  and  the  totai  number  af  white  females 
increased  23.6  per  cent,  even  though  there  was  a  decrease  In 
the  20  to  30  age  group  in  both  cases.   In  the  same  decade,  the 
total  number  o£    non-white  males  increased  ^,9  per  cent,  and 
the  total  number  of  n-jn-whlte  females  increased  ^.7    per  cent, 
although  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  20  to  40  age  group. 

Should  the  trend  toward  a  larger  population  with  pro- 
portionately fewer  persons  in  the  young  adult  ages  continue. 
Rocky  Mount  will  have  a  proportionately  smaller  work  force 
supporting  a  larger  aged  population  and  a  larger  school  aged 
population.   More  positions  will  have  to  be  made  available  to 
retain  the  workers  who  are  presently  migrating  from  Rocky  Mount. 


AGE 

A  study  of  the  age  groups  m  Rocky  Mount  reveals  that 
7.7  per  cent  of  the  population  is  65  years  of  age  or  oldero 
Ihis  compares  with  only  6.9  per  cent  for  the  State  as  a  whole. 
T,he  fact  that  Rocky  Mount  has  a  relatively  large  percentage  of 
older  persons  will  have  to  be  taksn  into  ac~ounr  In  future 
planning.   Just  as  Rocky  Mount  has  relatively  more  older  persons 
than  the  average  North  Carolina  city,  its  median  age  Is  also 
older.   The  median  age  in  Ri'cky  Mount  is  29.4  years,  whereas 
the  median  age  in  North  Carolina  c:it{es  of  10,000  population 
or  more  is  only  27.3  years.   On  the  other  hand,  Rocky  Mount 
with  36.9  per  cent  of  its  population  18  years  of  age  or  under 
has  proportionately  more  younger  people  than  the  average 
North  Carolina  city  with  36.6  per  cent  of  its  population  in 
that  age  group. 

Up  to  this  point,  it  has  been  shown  that  Rocky  Mount  has 
an  older  population  than  its  counterpart  cicte  s  in  North  Carolina, 
but  has  about  the  same  per  cent  of  its  population  18  and  under. 
How  does  this  come  about?   The  most  ibvi^us  answer  Lies  in  the 
fact  that  a  great  many  young  people  on  passing  the  age  18 
migrate  from  Rocky  Mount  and  are  not  being  replaced  by  persons 
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Table  IV.   ROCKY 

MOUNT  1960 

Tota  1 

White 
Males 

White 
Fema 1 es 

Nonwh  i  t e 
Ma  les 

Nonwh  i  t  e 
Fema les 

0-4 

3521 

1027 

1057 

692 

745 

5-9 

3460 

1063 

1021 

661 

715 

10-14 

3275 

1026 

1017 

617 

615 

15-19 

2342 

671 

777 

435 

459 

20-24 

1771 

487 

721 

244 

319 

25-29 

1941 

630 

673 

270 

368 

30-34 

2242 

737 

817 

278 

410 

35-39 

2411 

835 

840 

317 

419 

40-44 

2225 

728 

773 

320 

404 

45-49 

2019 

603 

680 

310 

426 

50-54 

1710 

502 

627 

234 

347 

55-59 

1550 

443 

548 

249 

310 

60-64 

1235 

364 

470 

170 

231 

65-69 

1006 

266 

410 

125 

205 

70-74 

725 

207 

300 

92 

126 

75-79 

405 

125 

170 

46 

64 

80-84 

189 

51 

82 

21 

35 

85  + 

120 

23 

56 

16 

25 

Median 

Age  29.4 

29.9 

31.6 

22.9 

28.9 

Tota  1 

32147 

9788 

11039 

5097 

6223 

PERCENTAGES 

0-4 

10.9 

10.5 

9.6 

13  .6 

12.0 

5-9 

10.8 

10.9 

9.3 

13  .0 

11.5 

10-14 

10.2 

10.5 

9,2 

12.  1 

9.9 

15-19 

7.3 

6.9 

7.0 

8.5 

7.4 

20-24 

5.  5 

5.0 

6.5 

4.8 

5.1 

25-29 

6.0 

6.4 

6.  1 

5.3 

5.9 

30-34 

7.0 

7  .5 

7.4 

5.5 

6,6 

35-39 

7.5 

8.5 

7.6 

6.2 

6.7 

40-44 

6.9 

7  .  5 

7.0 

6.3 

6.5 

45-49 

6.3 

6.2 

6.2 

6.  1 

6.8 

50-54 

5.3 

5.  1 

5.7 

4.6 

5.6 

55-59 

4.8 

4.5 

5.0 

4.8 

5.0 

60-64 

3.8 

3.7 

4.3 

3.3 

3.7 

65-69 

3.  1 

2.7 

3.7 

2.  5 

3.3 

70-74 

2.3 

2.  1 

2.7 

1  .8 

2.0 

75-79 

1.3 

1.3 

1.  5 

.9 

I.O 

80-84 

.6 

.5 

.7 

.4 

.6 

85  + 

.4 

.2 

.5 

.3 

.4 

Tota  1 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


10  0% 
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Ta 

ble  V. 

EDGECOMBE 

COUNTY  1960 

Tota  1 

White 

White 

Nonwhi  t  e 

Nonwh  i  t  e 

Ma  les 

Fema les 

Males 

Fema les 

0-4 

7075 

1336 

1297 

2250 

2192 

5-9 

7149 

1420 

1349 

2186 

2194 

10-14 

6643 

1410 

1365 

1957 

1911 

15-19 

4901 

1082 

1041 

1394 

1384 

20-24 

2929 

652 

770 

710 

797 

25-29 

2964 

780 

853 

604 

727 

30-34 

3327 

936 

915 

633 

843 

35-39 

3381 

919 

951 

686 

825 

40-44 

3208 

906 

908 

640 

754 

45-49 

2854 

767 

808 

599 

680 

50-54 

2531 

636 

783 

540 

572 

55-59 

2217 

566 

685 

459 

507 

60-64 

1638 

454 

518 

281 

385 

65-69 

1377 

331 

449 

263 

334 

70-74 

971 

232 

335 

168 

236 

75-79 

611 

158 

209 

107 

137 

80-84 

279 

67 

109 

40 

63 

85+ 

171 

33 

62 

34 

42 

Median 

22.3 

27,8 

30.2 

16.4 

18.6 

Tota  Is 

54226 

12685 

13407 

13551 

14583 

PERCENTAGES 

0-4 

13.  1 

10.5 

9.7 

16.6 

15.0 

5-9 

13.2 

11  .2 

10.  1 

16.  1 

15.0 

10-14 

12.3 

11.1 

10.2 

14.4 

13.  1 

15-19 

9.0 

8.5 

7.8 

10.  1 

9.  5 

20-24 

5.4 

5.  1 

5.7 

5.2 

5.5 

25-29 

5.5 

6.  1 

6.4 

4.5 

5.0 

30-34 

6.  1 

7  .4 

6.8 

4.7 

5.8 

35-39 

6.2 

7.3 

7.  1 

5.1 

5.7 

40-44 

5.9 

7.  1 

6.8 

4.7 

5.2 

45-49 

5.3 

6.  1 

6.0 

4.4 

4.7 

50-54 

4.7 

5.0 

5.8 

4,0 

3.9 

55-59 

4.  1 

4.5 

5.1 

3.4 

3.  5 

60-64 

3.0 

3.6 

3.9 

2.1 

2.6 

65-69 

2.5 

2.6 

3.3 

1.9 

2.3 

70-74 

1.8 

1.8 

2.5 

1.2 

1.6 

75-79 

1.  1 

1.3 

1.5 

,8 

.9 

80-84 

.5 

.  5 

.8 

.5 

.4 

85  + 

.3 

.3 

.5 

.3 

.3 

Tota  1 

10  07o 

10  0% 

100% 

100% 

10  0% 
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Table 

VI.   NASH  COUNTY  1960 

Tota  1 

White 
Ma  les 

White 
Fema les 

Nonwh  i  t  e 
Males 

Nonwhi  t e 
Fema  les 

0-4 

7199 

1853 

1771 

1779 

1796 

5-9 

7463 

1915 

1878 

1787 

1883 

10-14 

7580 

2117 

1976 

1780 

1707 

15-19 

5658 

1513 

1512 

1359 

1274 

20-24 

3466 

979 

1179 

619 

289 

25-29 

3326 

1071 

1121 

523 

611 

30-34 

3786 

1249 

1302 

559 

676 

35-39 

3936 

1349 

1321 

607 

659 

40-44 

3001 

1203 

1318 

597 

683 

45-49 

3490 

1145 

1155 

579 

611 

50-54 

2916 

979 

1045 

407 

485 

55-59 

2427 

772 

845 

40  2 

408 

60-64 

1900 

596 

744 

276 

284 

65-69 

1632 

518 

604 

223 

287 

70-74 

1147 

356 

463 

163 

165 

75-79 

741 

237 

283 

123 

98 
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58 

52 
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42 

67 

32 
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23.8 
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of  the  same  age  group.   This  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that 
in  Rocky  Mount  only  11.5  per  cent  of  the  population  is  in  the 
age  group  20-29,  whereas  13.8  per  cent  of  the  population  in 
the  average  North  Carolina  city  is  in  this  age  group.   See 
Charts  IIA,  IIB,  III,  IV,  and  V  and  Tables  IV,  V,  and  VI  for 
additional  information  on  Rocky  Mount  and  Nash  and  Edgecombe 
Count  ies . 

RACE 

In  Rocky  Mount,  64,8  per  cent  of  the  population  was  white 
in  1960,  as  compared  to  60.2  per  cent  in  Nash  County  and  48.1 
per  cent  in  Edgecombe  County.   In  the  State  and  urban  places, 
over  10,000,  76.6  per  cent  and  73.2  per  cent  respectively 
of  the  populations  were  white  in  1960. 

In  1950,  61  per  cent  of  the  population  of  Rocky  Mount 
was  white,  and  although  there  was  a  gain  in  total  populations 
of  both  the  white  and  non-white  groups,  the  white  population 
group  increased  at  a  more  rapid  rate. 

Table  VII  gives  the  racial  compositions  of  the  populations 
of  the  study  areas. 

SEX 

In  1960,  46.3  per  cent  of  the  population  of  Rocky  Mount 
was  male  and  53.7  per  cent  was  female.   In  North  Carolina 
urban  places  of  10,000  persons  or  more,  47.5  per  cent  of  the 
population  was  male.   In  the  State,  53.3  per  cent  was  male, 
but  this  figure  is  influenced  by  military  installations  and 
out-of-state  males  in  universities. 

See  Charts  IIA  and  IIB  for  further  Information. 

INCOME 

This  section  of  the  report,  and  the  two  following  it, 
although  not  directly  concerned  with  population,  gives  further 
indications  of  the  kind  of  populations  which  make  up  the 
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Table  VII.   POPULATIONS  OF  ROCKY  MOUNT ^ 

BY  RACE 


Edgecombe  County 

White 
Nonwhi  t e 
Tota  1 

Nash  County 

White 
Nonwhi  t e 
Total 


1950 
No.      7o 
24,818    48.1 
26,816    51.9 
51,634   100.0 

1950 
No.      7o 


3  4, 48  9 
2  5,43  0 
59,919 


57.6 

42.4 

100.0 


NASH  AND  EDGECOMBE  COUNTIES 

1960 
No.        7, 
26,092      48.1 
28, 134      51.9 
54,226     100.0 

1960 


No. 


7. 


36,722 

60.2 

24,280 

39.8 

61,002 

100,0 

Edgecombe  and  Nash  Counties 

1950 
No.        7„ 
White  59,307     53.2 

Nonwhite  52,246     46.8 

Total  111,553    100.0 


1960 

No.        7o 
62,814      54.5 
52,414      45.5 
115,228     100.0 


Rocky  Mount 

White 
Nonwhi  t  e 
Total 


1950 


No. 


7o 


16,893  61.0 
10,806  39.0 
27,699    100.0 


1960 

No.  7„ 

20,827  64.8 

11,320  35.2 

32,147  100.0 
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City  of  Rocky  Mount.   These  studies  are  social  indicators 
rather  than  the  physical  ones  previously  discussed. 

In  Rocky  Mount,  43.8  per  cent  of  all  families  had  an 
income  of  more  than  $5,000  in  1959,  while  in  Edgecombe  County 
the  percentage  was  28.2  per  cent  and  in  Nash  County,  29.6 
per  cent.   In  urban  North  Carolina  48.1  per  cent  of  the 
families  have  incomes  in  excess  of  $5,000;  in  the  state, 
37.5  per  cent  is  the  comparative  figure.   It  can  be  seen  that 
Rocky  Mount ' s  percentage  of  families  making  in  excess  of 
$5,000  per  year  is  lower  than  that  of  urban  North  Carolina 
and  that  the  two- county  area  is  lower  than  the  average  of 
the  State  as  a  whole.   In  the  non-white  population  of  Rocky 
Mount,  13.3  per  cent  of  the  families  had  an  Income  over 
$5,000  per  year  in  1959.   This  had  an  effect  on  lowering  the 
percentage  figure  for  the  total  population  of  the  City  of 
Rocky  Mount.   Table  VIII  shows  the  family  income  breakdown 
in  the  above  mentioned  areas. 

The  median  family  income  in  1959  for  Rocky  Mount  was 
$4,464,  while  that  of  the  non-white  segment  of  the  population 
was  $2,280.   The  median  income  of  families  in  other  areas  in 
1959  were:   Edgecombe  County,  $2,935;  urban  North  Carolina, 
$4,843;  United  States,  $5,660;  urban  United  States,  $6,166. 

In  per  capita  income,  Edgecombe  County  was  ranked  35th 
among  the  100  counties  in  1949  and  59th  in  1959.   Nash 
County  was  ranked  42nd  in  per  capita  income  in  1949  and  50th 
In  1959.   The  annual  rate  of  change  for  Edgecombe  County  was 
1.98,  and  this  rate  ranked  98th  among  the  100  counties.   In 
Nash  County,  the  annual  rate  of  change  was  3.51,  and  this 
rate  ranked  78th  among  the  counties  in  the  State. 

Rocky  Mount  does  not  rank  favorably  in  income  with  other 
urban  areas  of  the  State  except  those  in  the  eastern  portion 
where  Rocky  Mount  had  the  third  highest  median  family  income 
among  the  eleven  urban  places  with  populations  between  10,000 


13  - 


MEDIAN     FAMILY    INCOME    IN     1959 
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o 
o 

and  50,000.   Only  Jacksonville  and  Roanoke  Rapids  had  a  higher 
median  family  income,  as  is  shown  in  Table  IX  and  Chart  VI. 


Table  IX.   MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME  IN  1959 
Rocky  Mount  $4,464 


Elizabeth  City  $3,959 

Fayetteville  3,960 

Goldsboro  3,444 

Greenville  3,915 

Jacksonville  5,091 


Kinston  $4,003 

New  Bern  3,838 

Roanoke  Rapids  5,021 

Wilmington  3,870 

Wilson  4,046 


The  median  income  for  non-white  families  is  below  that 
for  white  families,  which  should  explain  the  high  median 
family  income  in  Jacksonville  and  Roanoke  Rapids.   The 
population  of  Rocky  Mount  is  35.2  per  cent  non-white,  while 
Jacksonville  and  Roanoke  Rapids  have  respectively  6.4  per 
cent  and  11.4  per  cent  of  their  populations  non-white.   The 
higher  per  cent  of  non-whites  in  Rocky  Mount  would  tend  to 
lower  its  total  median  income.   The  other  cities  studied, 
other  than  Jacksonville  and  Roanoke  Rapids,  had  about  the 
same  per  cent  of  non-whites  as  Rocky  Mount. 

HOUSING 

In  1960,  there  were  9,984  dwelling  units  in  Rocky  Mount 
which  was  an  increase  of  30.2  per  cent  from  1950.   Many  of 
these  dwelling  units  were  vacant;  however,  for  the  9,496 
occupied  dwelling  units  in  1960  there  was  only  a  25.3  per  cent 
increase  in  the  ten-year  span.   This  increase  was  faster 
than  the  population  increase  during  the  same  interval. 
Fewer  persons  resided  in  each  dwelling  unit  in  1960  than  in 
1950.   The  median  number  of  persons  in  each  owner-occupied 
dwelling  unit  in  1950  was  3.2,  whereas  in  1960  it  was  3. 

Table  X  reveals  the  changes  in  housing  characteristics 
which  occurred  between  1950  and  1960.   In  1950,  40.4  per 
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cent  of  all  the  dwelling  units  in  Rocky  Mount  were  considered 
substandard,  while  in  1960,  29.8  per  cent  of  all  the  dwelling 
units  were  in  the  same  classification.   In  the  State  62.4 
per  cent  of  the  dwelling  units  were  considered  substandard  in 
1950,  and  41.4  per  cent  in  1960.   The  comparative  figures  for 
urban  North  Carolina  were  38.6  per  cent  substandard  in  1950, 
and  27  per  cent  in  1960.   Therefore,  in  1960  Rocky  Mount  had 
proportionately  more  substandard  dwelling  units  than  the 
average  North  Carolina  city  and  proportionately  fewer  sub- 
standard dwelling  units  than  the  state  as  a  whole.   Although 
Rocky  Mount  has  a  higher  per  cent  of  dwelling  units  considered 
substandard  than  urban  North  Carolina,  between  1950  and  1960 
substandard  dwelling  units  decreased  by  3.8  per  cent  in  the 
city;  whereas,  they  increased  by  1.1  per  cent  in  urban  North 
Carolina.   In  the  State  substandard  dwelling  units  decreased 
by  17.9  per  cent  between  1950  and  1960. 

The  value  of  owner-occupied  dwelling  units  is  another 
guide  to  observing  housing  characteristics.   Table  XI  shows 
that  16.9  per  cent  of  the  occupied  dwelling  units  had  a  value 
below  $5,000. 


Table  XI 
Value 


VALUE  OF  OWNER  OCCUPIED  DWELLING  UNITS,  1960 

Number  o  f 
Dwe  1 1 ing  Unl t  s 


Below  $5,000 
$5,000  to  $10,000 
$10,000  to  $20,000 
$20,000  or  over 


783 
1,485 
1,880 

500 


%  of  Total 


16.9 
31.9 
40.4 
10.8 


Tota  1 


4,648 


10  0% 


The  median  value  of  owner  occupied  dwelling  units  in 

Rocky  Mount  is  $10,200  which  is  higher  than  the  median  value 
of  $9,700  in  urban  North  Carolina. 
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The  year  in  which  the  structure  was  built  reveals  that 
more  dwelling  units  were  constructed  between  1950  and  1954 
than  between  1955  and  1960,  as  is  shown  in  Table  XII. 


Table  XII 


Year  Structure  Built 
1960 


1955 

to 

March , 

1950 

to 

1954 

1940 

to 

1949 

1939 

or 

earlier 

Tota  1 


Number 

1,  192 
1,  534 
1,494 
5,764 

9,984 


%  of  Total 

11.9 
15.4 
15.0 
57.7 

1007. 


EDUCATION 

The  educational  level  attained  by  the  citizens  of  a 
community  is  an  indicator  of  the  ability  of  the  people  to  be 
prepared  for  skilled  employment.   The  median  number  of  school 
years  completed  by  persons  over  25  in  Rocky  Mount  was  8.7 
in  1959  and  had  risen  to  9.8  in  1960.   This  was  still  below 
the  median  number  of  school  years  completed  by  persons  over 
25  In  urban  North  Carolina  and  the  United  States  which  was 
10.4  and  11.1  respectively.   The  median  for  the  State  was 
8.9  school  years  completed,  which  does  include  rural  areas. 

In  urban  North  Carolina  in  1960,  40.8  per  cent  of  the 
population  over  25  years  old  had  completed  high  school 
while  in  Rocky  Mount  37.4  per  cent  of  this  group  had  attained 
the  same  level.   See  Table  XIII  A  and  B  and  Charts  VII  and 
VIII  for  a  further  breakdown  of  the  educational  attainment 
of  the  population  over  25  in  Rocky  Mount  for  1950  and  1960. 

The  females  over  25  years  old  in  Rocky  Mount  have  a 
higher  proportion  with  a  high  school  education  than  the  males, 
and  the  statement  is  true  of  the  State  also. 
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EDUCATIONAL  LEVEL  ATTAINED    BY  MALES 
AND   FEMALES   OVER  25  YEARS   OLD 

1950 


NO.  OF  SCHOOL 
YEARS    COMPLETED 


TOTAL* 


PERCENT  OF  TOTAL 
MALES  AND  FEMALES   OVER   25 


0% 


I07o 


207o       90% 


I007o 


MALE     :::•:■:::  female 


DOES    NOT   INCLUDE     150  MALES    AND    70    FEMALES 

WHICH    WERE   NOT   REPORTED  chart   vii 


EDUCATIONAL  LEVEL  ATTAINED    BY  MALES 
AND   FEMALES   OVER  25  YEARS   OLD 

I960 


NO.  OF  SCHOOL 
YEARS   COMPLETED 


TOTAL 


PERCENT  OF  TOTAL 
MALES  AND  FEMALES  OVER  25 


■    ■    •    •    ■    mQ7AO    ■•••■•■ 


07o 


10% 


^»  MALE     I'X-:-: 


20%      90% 


FEMALE 


100% 


CHART    VIII 


Table  XIII  A,   YEARS  OF  SCHOOL  COMPLETED  BY  PERSONS  25  YEARS 
OF  AGE  OR  OLDER,  IN  ROCKY  MOUNT,  IN  1950  AND  1960 


Years  of 
S  choo  1 


1950 


1960 


Male 
Numb  er 

■  7o* 

Fema 
Number 

lie 

•  7o* 

Mai 
Numb  er 

e 

•  % 

Fema 
Number 

le 

■  % 

None 

275 

3.8 

270 

3.3 

235 

2.9 

200 

2.  1 

1-4 

1400 

19.6 

1270 

15.3 

1250 

15.7 

1087 

11.  1 

5-6 

935 

13.1 

1030 

12.4 

1075 

13.5 

1122 

11.5 

7 

770 

10.8 

780 

9.4 

704 

8.8 

874 

9.0 

8 

710 

9.9 

685 

8.3 

654 

8.2 

821 

8.4 

High 

Sc 

boo 

1  1- 

-3 

1290 

18.0 

1615 

19.5 

1341 

16.8 

1728 

17.7 

4 

900 

12.6 

1125 

13.5 

1495 

18.7 

2213 

22.7 

C  0  iL  € 

ige 

1- 

3 

525 

7.3 

850 

10.2 

618 

7.8 

911 

9.4 

4  or 

mo  re 

355 

4.9 

675 

8.1 

605 

7  .6 

786 

8.  1 

Not  rep 

or  ted 

150 

70 

Tota  I 

P 

opu 

la  t  ion 

7310 

100°/5^  8370 

100%* 

7877 

100% 

9742 

10  0% 

Over  25 
Median 

8.3 

8.7 

9.2 

10.3 

*   Those  not  reported  excluded  from  percentage  calculations. 

FUTURE  PROJECTIONS 

Rocky  Mount's  population  Increased  16.1  per  cent  from 
1950  to  1960,  but  during  that  same  decade  the  physical  size 
of  the  city  increased  33.8  per  cent.   In  1960  the  portion 
of  the  city  which  was  in  the  1950  corporate  limits  decreased 
in  population  by  4.2  per  cent.   It  Is  obvious  then  that  annexa- 
tion will  continue  to  play  an  important  role  in  the  future  as 
they  have  in  the  past. 

Demographers  contend  that  it  is  extremely  unreliable  to 
forecast  populations  below  the  state  level.   The  projections 
for  areas  smaller  than  the  state  level  are  generally  accurate 
for  one  decade  and,  depending  on  the  size  of  the  area,  are  more 
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or  less  accurate  for  two  decades. 

In  projecting  the  population  of  Rocky  Mount,  it  has 
been  judged  that  the  most  accurate  projection  would  be  one 
which  related  to  a  larger  area  since  the  larger  the  area,  the 
more  reliable  would  be  the  projection.   Therefore,  the 
projections  for  counties  by  Dr.  C.  Horace  Hamilton  of  North 
Carolina  State,  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Raleigh, 
and  Josef  H.  Perry  of  the  Department  of  Conservation  and 
Development,  Division  of  Community  Planning,  were  used.    The 
method  they  used  has  received  national  recognition  and  is 

considered  an  accurate  one  for  short  projections  of  small 

2 
areas.    Dr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Perry  used  a  form  of  the 

Cohort  Survival  Method  based  on  1950  and  1960  data.   They 
also  devised  a  program  for  this  method  for  the  IBM  650  and 
1410  computers  at  North  Carolina  State,  which  produced  an  out- 
put of  projections  for  1970  and  1980  by  age,  race, and  sex  for 
each  county  in  North  Carolina. 

The  population  of  Rocky  Mount  has  been  related  to  the 
projections  for  Edgecombe  and  Nash  Counties  through  various 
methods  and  a  "best  method''  has  been  chosen.   The  ''best 
method"  was  chosen  from  objective  data  and  through  subjective 
reasoning.   The  subjective  decision  was  based  on  a  knowledge 
of  Income,  education  and  economic  data  presented  in  this 
report  and  a  knowledge  of  social  and  economic  changes  in 
Rocky  Mount  from  1960  to  1963.   Definitive  data  is  not 


Hamilton,  C.  Horace  and  Perry,  Josef  H.,  1980  Population 
Projections  for  North  Carolina  Counties,  Department  of 
Conservation  and  Development,  October,  1963,  Raleigh. 

Hamilton,  C.  Horace  and   Perry,  Josef  H.,  "A  Short  Method 

for  Projecting  Population  by  Age  from  One  Decennial  Census 

to  Another,"   Social  Forces,  41  (December,  1962),  pp.  163-170, 
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available  for  this  recent  period  of  time  at  this  writing. 

In  April  of  1960,  the  population  of  Rocky  Mount  within 
the  city  limits  was  32,147  persons.   From  April  1,  1960,  to 
November  1,  1963,  there  were  2,627  births  and  1,135  deaths  in 
Rocky  Mount,  which  resulted  in  a  net  increase  of  1,492,  not 
considering  in-migra t ion ,  out-migration,  and  annexations.   The 
population  of  Rocky  Mount,  according  to  natural  increase 
only,  would  be  33,639  as  of  November  1,  1963.   There  have  been 
11  annexations  since  April  1,  I960,  which  it  is  estimated 
took  in  approximately  700  persons  to  increase  the  population 
of  Rocky  Mount  presently,  except  for  the  number  of  persons 
who  migrated  into  or  out  of  the  city  during  the  span  of  years 
described  above. 

Edgecombe  County  had  a  natural  Increase  of  3,166  persons 
from  April  1,  1960,  to  November  1,  1963,  which  would  increase 
its  54,226  population  of  1960  to  57,392  in  November,  1963. 
Nash  County  had  a  natural  increase  of  3,171  persons  over  the 
same  time  interval,  which  would  increase  its  1960  population  of 
61,002  to  64,173  in  November,  1963.   Based  on  past  trends  of 
out-migration,  these  figures  for  the  two  counties  would 
probably  be  reduced  by  net  out-migration.    See  Table  XIV  for 
more  detailed  natural  increase  data. 

The  detailed  1970  and  1980  population  projections  for 
Edgecombe  and  Nash  Counties  are  included  in  the  appendix.   In 
1970,  Edgecombe  County's  population  is  projected  to  54,799 
and  Nash  County's  population  is  projected  to  60,070.   In  1980 
the  population  of  Edgecombe  County  is  projected  to  be  55,171 
and  that  of  Nash  County  to  be  58,990.   The  reason  for  the  low 
projection  of  55,171  and  the  downward  projection  of  58,990, 
is  attributable  to  the  rural  urban  movement  of  population  between 
1950  and  1960,  particularly  in  those  groups  in  the  child- 
producing  brackets.   The  population  of  the  two  counties,  which 
was  115,228  in  1960,  is  expected  to  decline  to  114,161  in  1980 
or  a  net  decrease  of  1,067  persons  over  the  next  17  years. 
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Four  projections  for  the  population  of  Rocky  Mount  in  1970 
and  1980  were  made  based  on  the  projections  for  Edgecombe  and 
Nash  Counties.   Chart  IX  shows  those  projections  in  relation 
to  the  larger  areas.   The  projections  for  Rocky  Mount  range 
from  38,000  to  43,000  in  1980. 

Table  XV  shows  the  projections  for  the  six  townships, 
surrounding  Rocky  Mount,  and  Chart  X  shows  their  location.   The 
three  townships  in  Edgecombe  County  are  Swift  Creek,  Rocky  Mount, 
and  Upper  Town  Creek,  while  the  three  townships  in  Nash  County 
are  Rocky  Mount,  South  Whitakers,  and  Stoney  Creek.   The  town- 
ships were  studied  as  a  per  cent  of  their  respective  county  in 
1950  and  1960,  and  their  percentages  were  projected  to  1970  and 
1980  through  a  progressive  ratio  technique.   The  results  were 
apportioned  between  them  and  the  other  townships.   The  percentages 
obtained  for  1970  and  1980  were  then  applied  to  the  two-county 
projections  for  those  years.   The  total  population  of  the  six- 
township  area  is  projected  to  be  54,000  in  1970  and  55,000  in 
1980. 

The  projection  marked  ''A"  on  Chart  IX  was  obtained  by 
comparing  Rocky  Mount  to  the  six  townships  which  surround  it. 
Rocky  Mount's  population  as  a  per  cent  of  the  total  township's 
population  from  1900  to  1960  was  projected  to  1980  through  the 
Least  Squares  Method  of  linear  trend  representation.   This 
showed  that  the  city  had  64,6  per  cent  of  all  of  the  people  in 
the  townships  in  1960,  and  that  it  would  have  78  per  cent  of 
all  the  people  in  the  townships  in  1980.   This  would  give  the 
city  a  population  of  43,000  in  1980. 
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CHART    IX 


1900  1910 


1920 


1930  1940  1950  1960 


1970  1980 


TOWNSHIPS    WHICH    SURROUND    ROCKY    MOUNT 


IN  EDGECOMBE   AND    NASH  COUNTIES 


NASH    COUNTY 


EDGECOMBE    COUNTY 


WM  STONY   CREEK  ^^  SWIFT    CREEK 

[TTTTI  SOUTH   WHITAKERS    [J7?j  ROCKY    MOUNT 
riTiTl]  ROCKY    MOUNT  jlll  UPPER    TOWN    CREEK 


CHART    X 
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Table  XV, 

Nash  County 
Rocky  Mount 
South  Whi  takers 
S  t oney  Creek 
Tota  1 


TOWNSHIP  POPULATION  PROJECTIONS 


1950 

17 ,053 

2,028 

5,271 

24,352 


1960 

18,279 

2,  143 

7  ,103 

27,  525 


1970 

18,742 

2,  103 

9,071 

29,916 


1980 

18,405 

2,065 

8,907 

29,377 


Edgecombe  County 

Swift  Creek  2,573  2,610 

Rocky  Mount  16,241  18,601 

Upper  Town  Creek  1,205  1,060 

Total  20,019  22,271 


2,  576 

20,549 

986 

24, 111 


2,483 

22,399 

883 

25,765 


Grand  Total 


44,371 


49,796 


54,027 


55, 142 


The  projection  marked  "B"  on  Chart  IX  was  obtained  by 
comparing  the  City  of  Rocky  Mount  to  Edgecombe  and  Nash  Counties 
as  a  per  cent  of  the  total  counties'  population.   A  linear 
regression  line  was  run  from  1900  to  1980,  Rocky  Mount's  per 
cent  of  the  two-county  total.   In  1960,  the  City  of  Rocky  Mount 
contained  27.9  per  cent  of  the  people  in  the  two  counties  and 
in  1980,  36.8  per  cent  of  the  population  of  the  two  counties 
are  projected  to  live  in  the  city  limits.   This  would  give  the 
city  a  population  of  42,000  in  1980. 

The  projection  marked  "C"  on  Chart  IX  was  obtained  by 
using  the  same  method  as  in  projection  "B",  except  that  the 
projection  ran  from  1910  to  1980.   In  this  case,  the  city 
would  have  35  per  cent  of  the  two-county  population  total  in 
1980,  or  40,000  persons. 

The  projection  marked  '' D "  on  Chart  IX  was  obtained  by 
using  the  same  method  as  in  projection  "A",  except  that  only 
1950  and  1960  data  were  used.   In  this  case,  Rocky  Mount  would 
have  69  per  cent  of  the  population  in  the  six  townships  or 
38,000  people. 

-  25  - 


Projection  "A"  has  been  chosen  as  the  "best  projection" 
for  various  reasons  previously  stated.   A  knowledge  of  Rocky 
Mount's  social  and  economic  changes  since  1960  was  an  Important 
determinant  in  this  decision. 

These  projections  are  based  on  factual  data  of  past  trends 
and  the  proposed  Industrial  Education  Center  and  the  Community 
College  could  change  the  trends  and  the  total  population 
Increase  accordingly. 


26 


EMPLOYMENT 

Many  methods  can  be  used  to  discuss  the  economy  of  an 
area,  but  employment  has  been  accepted  as  one  of  the  best 
Indicators  of  stability  and  growth.   However,  it  is  important 
to  note  that  employment  data  can  be  misleading  unless  consider- 
ation is  given  to  the  information  when  it  was  collected.   In 
Rocky  Mount,  1950  and  1960  Census  data  were  collected  in 
April  of  their  respective  years.   In  these  Censuses,  employees 
were  ennumerated  where  they  reside  and  not  at  their  place  of 
employment.   The  special  censuses  taken  in  1948,  1954,  and 
1958  were   conducted  in  the  middle  of  the  month  of  November 
in  their  respective  years.   In  these  censuses  employees  were 
enumerated  at  their  place  of  employment.   Therefore,  data 
from  these  different  sources  should  not  cross  correlate. 

Table  XVI  shows  the  changes  in  employment,  which  have 
occurred  during  the  last  decade  by  industry  groups.   It  is 
significant  to  note  that  employment  in  Finance,  Insurance  and 
Real  Estate  and  in  Professional  and  Related  Services  have  shown 
substantial  increases.   The  employment  in  manufacturing  industries 
has  also  shown  a  significant  increase.   (See  Chart  XI) 

Rocky  Mount's  labor  force  increased  from  11,067  to  12,234 
persons  from  1950  to  1960.   This  was  an  increase  of  10.5  per 
cent  compared  to  the  population  increase  of  16  per  cent.   In 
1950,  64.9  per  cent  of  the  employees  were  male,  while  in 
1960,  62.4  per  cent  of  the  employees  were  male.   Therefore,  it 
can  be  stated  that  employment  has  not  increased  in  proportion 
to  population  increases  and  male  employment  has  not  increased  as 
fast  as  female  employment.   Jobs  for  men  must  be  made  available 
in  the  future  if  the  economy  of  Rocky  Mount  is  to  advance. 

Rocky  Mount  has  a  high  proportion  of  males  employed  in 
wholesale  trade  when  considered  in  relation  to  other  sections  of 
North  Carolina.   The  proportions  of  males  in  the  State,  urban 
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EMPLOYMENT    IN    INDUSTRY  OF  EMPLOYED,  AS    A 

PERCENT   OF  TOTAL   EMPLOYMENT    OF    PERSONS 

LIVING  IN  ROCKY  MOUNT,    IN    I960 


AGRICULTURE,  FORESTRY  a  RSHERIES 


MINING 


CONS'mUCTION 


MANUFACTURING 

DURABLE     GOODS 


NONDURABLE     GOODS 


TRANSPORTATION,  COMMUNICATION   8 
OTHER    PUBLIC    UTILITIES 


WHOLESALE   8   RETAIL    TRADE 


FINANCE,  INSURANCE  8 
REAL    ESTATE 


BUSINESS    a    REPAIR     SERVICES 


PERSONAL     SERVICES 


ENTERTAINMENT  a   RECREATION 
SERVICES 


PROFESSIONAL  a   RELATED    SERVICES 


PUBLIC     ADMINISTRATION 


INDUSTRY     NOT    REPORTED 


0% 


10% 
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State 

of  N,  C. 

Urban 

N.  C. 

Rocky 

Mou  n  t 

Male 

Fema le 

Male 

Fema  1  e 

Male 

Fema 1 e 

28,258 

4,  524 

18,191 

3,314 

369 

41 

117,805 

58,852 

64,309 

35,020 

1,415 

848 
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North  Carolina  and  Rocky  Mount  employed  in  wholesale  trade, 
retail  trade,  textile  mill  products,  and  other  nondurable  goods 
are  shown  in  Tables  XVIIA  and  XVIIB. 


Table  XVIIA.   EMPLOYMENT  IN  1950  BY  SEX  FOR  SELECTED  AREAS 

Industry  of 
Etnp  loy  ed 

Who lesale  trade 

Retail  trade 

Manufacturing 
Textile  Mill 
Products  119,161   95,968     55,228   45,729     562     478 

Other  Non- 
Durab 1 e 
Goods  22,843    9,987     13,508    7,014     182      79 

PERCENTAGES 

Wholesale  trade       86.2%     13.8%     84.6%    15.4%     95.4%   4.6% 

Retail  trade  66.7      33.3      64.7     35.3      62.5   37.5 

Textile  Mill 

Products  55.4      44.6       54.7     45.3       54.0   46.0 

Other  Non- 
Durable 
Goods  69.6      30,4      65.8     34.2      69.7   30.3 

Table  XVIIB.   EMPLOYMENT  IN  1960   BY  SEX  FOR  SELECTED  AREAS 

Industry  of  State  of  N.  C.     Urban  N.  C.         Rocky  Mount 

Employed  Male     Female     Male    Female     Male    Female 

Wholesale  trade      35,979    7  ,  "^  5  7     21,278   4,707        504     103 


The  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census  divides  the  manufacturing 
classification  into  two  sections;  i.e..  Durable  Goods  and 
Nondurable  Goods.   The  Nondurable  Goods  section  is  further 
divided  into  six  sub-sections,  one  of  which  is  listed  as 
Textile  Mill  Products  and  the  last  sub-section  is  listed  as 
Other  Nondurable  Goods.   These  two  sub-sections  were  selected 
since  much  of  Rocky  Mount's  employment  is  listed  in  these 
classifications.   The  sub-section  entitled  Other  Nondurable 
Goods  includes  the  following  industry  groups:   paper,  pulp 
and  their  products;  petroleum  refining;  footwear;  leather;  and 
petroleum,  coal,  tobacco,  rubber,  and  leather  products. 

-  29  - 


3-' 


D 


Table  XVIIB.   EMPLOYMENT  IN  1960  BY  SEX  FOR  SELECTED  AREAS 

(  c  o  n  t  .  ) 


Industry  of 
Emp loy ed 

Retail  Trade 

Manufacturing 
Textile  Mill 
Products 

Other  Non- 
Durab le 
Goods 


State  of  N.  C.       Urban  N.  C.         Rocky  Mount 
Male     Female     Male     Female     Male    Female 

135,594    77,927    70,171    43,094    1,460     912 


118,353   103,373    51,317    46,632      767     471 


27,825    19,352    14,479    11,305      259     12) 


PERCENTAGES 


Wholesale  Trade 

Retail  Trade 

Textile  Mill 
Products 

Other  Non- 
Durab  le 
Goods 


8  2  .  3  7o 
63.5 

53.4 
59,0 


17.7% 
36.5 

46.6 
41.0 


81.97o  18.1%  83.0%  17.0% 

61.9  38.1  61.6  38.4 

52.4  47.6  62.0  38.0 

56.2  43.8  66.9  33.1 


Employment  growth  rate  in  the  aforementioned  listed  industrial 
groups,  except  retail  trade.  Is  faster  than  that  of  the  urban 
areas  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina.   Table  XVIII  portrays  the 
changes  in  employment  which  have  occurred  in  the  same  groups. 
The  most  rapid  increase  was  in  wholesale  trade  where  the  number 
of  Rocky  Mount  employees  increased  72.4  per  cent  between  1950 
and  1960. 


30  - 


§^ 


g 


Table  XVIII.   EMPLOYMENT  CHANGES  FROM  1950  TO  1960  FOR  SELECTED  AREAS 


Industry  of 
Emp loy ed 

Who  1 esa  1  e 
trade 

Retail  trade 

Manuf a  c tur Ing 
Textile  Mill 
Produc  t  s 

Other  Nondurable 
Goods 


Percentage  of  Increase  or  Decrease  over  the  Decade 


State  of  N , 

3  3.4'/. 
20.9% 

3.  1% 
43.7% 


Urban  N .  C, 

20.8% 
14.0% 

-3.0% 
2  5.6% 


Rocky  Mount 

7  2  .  4% 
4.8% 

1.9% 

4  7  .9% 


Rocky  Mount's  high  rate  of  growth  in  the  selected  industrial 
groups  is  also  reflected  in  the  city  having  a  higher  per  cent  of 
the  total  workers  in  a  category  in  the  State.   In  1950,  1.25  per 
cent  of  the  wholesale  trade  employees  in  the  State  and  1.91  per 
cent  of  those  employees  in  urban  North  Carolina  worked  In  Rocky 
Mount.   These  percentages  increased  to  1.39  per  cent  of  the 
State  and  2.34  per  cent  of  urban  North  Carolina  in  1960.   Whole- 
sale trade  employees  constituted  3.7  per  cent  of  all  the 
employees  in  Rocky  Mount  in  1950,  but  they  had  risen  to  4.9 
per  cent  of  all  employees  in  1960.   Tables  XIXA  and  XIXB  show 
a  comparison  of  employment  changes  from  1950  to  1960  in  the 
selected  industrial  groups  previously  discussed. 


Table  XIXA.   EMPLOYMENT  IN  1950  FOR  SELECTED  AREAS  SHOWING 
ROCKY  MOUNT' S  PERCENTAGE  OF  LARGER  AREAS 


Industry  of 
Emp 1 oy ed 

Wholesale  trade 

Retail  trade 

Manu  fa  ctur ing 
Text i  le  Mill 
Products 

Other  Non- 
Durab 1 e  Goods 


State  of 
N.  C. 

32,  782 
176, 657 


2  15,129 
32,830 


Rocky  Mount  %  of  total 

Urban   Ricky   as  a  %  as  a  %  Employees 

N.  C.  Mc>ant  of  State  of  Urban  in  Rky  .  Mt, 

N.C. 

2  1,305    410    1.2  5%  1.91%       3.7% 

9  9,3  29  2,26  3    1.2  8%  2,2  8%      2  0.4% 

100,9  57  1,040     .48%  1.03%       9.4% 

20,52  2    261     .80%  1.2  7%       2.4% 
..  3  1  - 
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Table  XIXB.   EMPLOYMENT  IN  1960  FOR  SELECTED  AREAS  SHOWING 
ROCKY  MOUNT' 6  PERCENTAGE  OF  LARGER  AREAS 


Indus  try  of 
Emp loy ed 


Employment.  Rocky  Mount      %    of  total 

State  of   Urban   Rocky   as  a  X         as  a  %   Employees 


N, 


N,  C,   Mount  of  State  of  Urban  in  Rky . 

N.C. 


Mt  , 


Wholesa  le 

trade 

43,736 

25,985    607 

1.3  97o 

2  . 3  4% 

4.9% 

Retail  trade 

213  ,  521 

113,271  2,372 

1 .  1 1 7o 

2.09% 

19.5% 

Manu  f a  c  tur  ing 
Textile  Mill 
Products 

Other  Non- 
Durable  Goods 


221,726    97,949  1,238     .56%      1.26%     10.1% 
47,17  7    2  5,78  4    3  87      .8  2%      1.50%      3.2% 


Considering  the  State  as  a  whole.  Rocky  Mount  had  1.39  per 
cent  of  persons  employed  in  Wholesale  Trade,  1.11  per  cent  of 
those  in  Retail  Trade,  and  .82  per  cent  of  those  in  Other  Non- 
durable Goods  Manufacturing.   These  percentages  are  compared  to 
Rocky  Mount  having  .71  per  cent  of  the  population  of  the  State 
as  a  whole.   In  Textile  Mill  Products  Manufacturing,  however. 
Rocky  Mount  had  only  .56  per  cent  of  the  total  employees  in  this 
classification,  which  is  below  Rocky  Mount's  proportionate  share 
of  the  State's  total  population.   In  comparison  with  urban 
North  Carolina,  Rocky  Mount  In  che  Wholesale  and  Retail  Trade 
categories  had  2.34  per  cent  and  2.09  per  cent  respectively  of 
persons  employed  in  these  classifications  in  urban  areas;  whereas. 
Rocky  Mount  had  1.78  per  cent  of  the  total  urban  population  of 
North  Carolina.   However,  in  the  manufacturing  classifications  of 
Textile  Mill  Products  and  Other  Nondurable  Goods,  Rocky  Mount 
had  1.26  per  cent  and  1.50  per  cent  respectively  of  persons 
employed  in  urban  areas  in  these  classifications,  which  is  below 
the  city's  proportionate  share  of  the  total  urban  population. 
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Nonwhlte  employees  constituted  30.1  per  cent  of  the  total 
work  force  In  Rocky  Mount  in  1960,  but  the  total  population  was 
35.2  per  cent  nonwhlte  in  the  same  year.   The  lower  per  cent 
for  employees  can  be  explained  by  the  time  of  the  year  in  which 
the  census  was  taken;  i.e.,  April,  1960.   Many  nonwhlte  persons 
are  employed  in  the  tobacco  market  and  in  tobacco  processing 
which  generally  are  inactive  at  the  time  the  Census  is  taken. 
Table  XXA ,  which  shows  the  occupation  of  nonwhlte  employees,  can 
be  compared  with  Table  XXB  which  shows  the  occupation  of  all 
persons  employed  living  in  Rocky  Mount. 

There  were  5,730  persons  in  Rocky  Mount  having  occupations 
listed  as  managers,  officials,  proprietors,  clerical  workers, 
sales  workers,  craftsmen,  and  foremen  in  1960  which  was  46.8  per 
cent  of  all  persons  employed.   There  were  47  1  nonwhlte  persons 
employed  in  the  above  classifications  which  constituted  only 
7.8  per  cent  of  all  nonwhlte  employees.   The  fact  that  92  per 
cent  of  all  the  persons  employed  in  the  above  classifications 
were  white  is  a  sign  of  an  inbalance  in  the  work  force.   The 
economy  of  Rocky  Mount  can  be  strengthened  when  all  races  make 
their  contribution  in  all  occupations. 

Table  XXI  shows  what  per  cent  of  the  work  force  was  nonwhlte 
in  1960  by  Industry  group  and  relates  the  nonwhlte  employees  to 
total  employees.   Nonwhlte  employees  constituted  4.6  per  cent 
of  all  persons  employed  in  Public  Administration*  in  Rocky  Mount 


*   "In  the  Population  Census  system,  the  category  'Public  Adminis- 
tration' includes  only  those  activities  which  are  uniquely 
governmental  functions,  such  as  legislative  and  judicial 
activities  and  most  of  the  activities  in  the  executive 
agencies."   p.  XXII,  General  Social  and  Economic  Characteristics, 
North  Carolina.   Final  Report  PC  (1)  3 5C  . 


-  33 


HI 

m 

I-t 

01 

u 

Id 

.-< 

<u 

•H 

CO 

<u 

x; 

in 

!>^ 

» 

C 

l*-l 

O 

1 

o 

0 

<-i 

c 

U1 

O. 

o 

u 

fr^ 

B 

z 

0) 

<u 

o. 

n! 

o 


00     CI 


0>       I— I       r-( 


r— 1       VO 

00     CM 


o 


Vi 

C  -1 

to 

0)  la 

O    4J 

in 

o 

<v 

m  u 

f— 1 

<u 

ID 

0.14-1 

s 

o 

10 

M 

S-;  o 

a 

J 

o 

< 

^ 

H 

H 

(U 

H 

O 

J3 

< 

H 

e 

P^ 

3 

E3 

^; 

U 

O 

o 

<w  ^ 

>< 

O    10 

« 

s^   o 

Eh 

U 

H 

Z 

.4 

E> 

< 

h 

O 

S 

<V 

s 

W 

J3 

(b 

e 

>< 

3 

t«i 

» 

u 

o 

Bi 

00 


o 

O 


CM 


m 

00 


00 


0^ 


CJv 


O 
CNI 


t-~ 

o 

OS 

Ov 

lO 

vO 

CN 

^ 

Ov 

■o 

O 

OS 

-* 

~d- 

OS 

t~~ 

CM 

00     vO 

CO    r~ 


OS 
00 


o 
o 


n 

r^ 

o 

SO 

<t 

0-) 

00 

f— < 

>o 

m 

t-H 

OS 

OS 

p^ 

r^ 

m 

so 

1 

o 

O 

o 

r^ 

7—1 

^ 

o 

<f 

OS 

so 

• 

00 

u-1 

• 
1— 1 

o 

t-H 

m 

Z 

o  to 

t-H 

CO 

O 

lO 

o 

r^ 

sD 

<r 

m 

CN 

1^ 

m 

f* 

l-H 

u 

• 

• 

• 

* 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o 

^   o 

m 

CM 

CO 

CN 

CN 

[-- 

CM 

OS 

n 

o 

cn 

w 

H 

t-H 

CN 

t-H 

CM 

t-H 

w 

eJ 

u 

<: 

U 

>■ 

2 

<U 

^ 

o 

J3 

lO 

t-~ 

t-H 

CM 

CM 

o 

r^ 

CO 

SO 

^ 

t-H 

t-H 

in 

^J 

e 

o 

I-H 

^ 

r^ 

-3- 

sD 

so 

lO 

*-H 

r~ 

o 

PM 

3 

r-H 

Csl 

CO 

CN 

SO 

n 

s 

z 

CN 

u 

w 

« 

H 

h 

h-l 

o 

W 

u 

n 

[3 
1 

11 

in 

U 

0> 

2: 

^ 

IH 

M 

■H 

o 

a 

o; 

u 

a 

z 

T-) 

in 

u 

o 

u 

J.! 

U 

o 

o 

10 

u 

00 

C 

•a 

T3 

■ 

« 

00 

s 

T3 

•o 

.M 

4-J 

c 

01 

CO 

OJ 

<: 

o 

lO 

-a 

P 

0) 

U 

Q, 

*H 

B 

4J 

X! 

tH 

c 

Td 

CO 

^4 

0 

01 

•o 

w 

B 

u 

X 

e 

10 

ID 

in 

01 

•o 

3 

CJ 

3 

k 

u 

o 

J2 

u 

S 

t-H 

u 

c 

c 

X 

t-H 

o 

CO 

a. 

a) 

o 

V 

CO 

T3 

0) 

*H 

-o 

<u 

XI 

0 

Uh 

b-, 

v 

r-l 

01 

.^ 

B 

■H 

c 

B 

w 

t-H 

t-H 

X 

u 

J3 

H 

u 

;h 

o 

tH 

<u 

10 

o 

in 

o 

o; 

B 

4J 

(0 

o 

10 

•H 

i^ 

h 

u 

•a 

J^ 

^1 

,c 

u 

a. 

4J 

H 

u-1 

•t 

s 

6h 

U-l 

in 

o 

0) 

c 

11 

0) 

0) 

10 

CO 

<u 

o 

O 

i-H 

UH 

T3 

U 

tK 

J^ 

CO 

in 

.i; 

in 

^4 

UH 

o 

c 

a 

•a 

XI 

O 

c 

01 

u 

3 

!h 

3 

o; 

X 

c 

c 

<a 

C 

CO 

M 

*• 

o 

CO 

O 

O 

O 

u 

T3 

v 

c 

o 

O 

u 

10 

•V 

u 

c 

s 

(U 

P3 

3 

j:: 

o 

C 

o 

•H 

•a 

*H 

■o 

in 

t-H 

o 

01 

> 

J3 

10 

10 

T-l 

4J 

01 

in 

c 

10 

u 

CO 

3 

B 

T3 

•iH 

o; 

0) 

0) 

CO 

V4 

4J 

10 

>s 

in 

•r-l 

u 

01 

o 

CO 

0) 

4J 

4J 

o 

XJ 

J 

T3 

0) 

10 

a 

O 

0) 

y; 

<u 

00 

•H 

in 

4J 

U 

10 

CO 

fH 

CO 

-H 

J-l 

a 

^H 

3 

t-H 

IH 

6 

CO 

tl 

0) 

C4H 

•o 

u 

> 

> 

> 

B 

10 

O 

3 

CO 

O 

a 

O 

•o 

b 

c 

01 

t-H 

a 

c 

01 

•H 

V4 

-H 

u 

D. 

-Q 

O 

4J 

u 

e 

M 

c 

n 

CO 

t-H 

CO 

M 

tH 

D. 

M 

OJ 

V4 

CO 

C 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

w 

ClH 

10 

b 

s 

u 

CO 

o 

^ 

O 

CM 

CO 

o. 

bH 

3 

I.J 

o 

H 

CO 

in 

u 

<a 

o 

4J 

• 

CM 

n 

00 

• 

00 

• 

o 

u-1 

-* 

• 

vO 

• 

10 

in 

<!■ 

U-) 

<r 

t^ 

r^ 

00 

y—i 

CM 

CO 

00 

CO 

cs 

<u 

IM 

<f 

O 

CO 

n 

■■O 

a^ 

vO 

vt- 

u^ 

00 

^O 

»o 

f— 1 

O 

n 

s 

^s 

o 

vD 

IM 

t— ( 

6^ 

O^ 

o 

0) 

00 

<r 

o^ 

f-4 

00 

o 

CM 

m 

f-l 

^ 

o 

o 

o 

l-H 

4J 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o 

.J 

o~S 

O 

a^ 

o 

CO 

CT> 

CO 

00 

vO 

00 

^ 

CM 

r— 1 

K 

< 

H 

^H 

I— 1 

f-l 

I-H 

M 

H 

Z 

O 

^1 

T— 1 

cs 

vO 

O 

o 

<f 

t3^ 

I-H 

o- 

CO 

r^ 

1^ 

CO 

o 

J3 

o 

lO 

m 

o 

o 

o^ 

CS 

a- 

00 

<f 

-a- 

u-1 

cs 

l-l 

e 

CM 

c^ 

vO 

CM 

lO 

CS 

t~~ 

t3v 

CO 

CO 

•s 

EH 

3 

f— 1 

r-l 

p-l 

r-( 

f— 1 

cs 

CN 

< 

Z 

I-H 

PM 

S 

O 

<4-l 

»-) 

n 

r-l 

n 

r-^ 

lO 

00 

1-4 

o 

CO 

<}■ 

1-4 

<J- 

6^ 

O 

O 

10 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

■ 

« 

• 

• 

• 

O 

o 

W 
,-1 

5^ 

4J 

o 

r— 1 

-* 

CN 
CM 

00 

.-H 

I-H 

CS 

•— 1 

CM 

cs 

O 
I— 1 

>^ 

< 

H 

pq 

U 

H 

b^ 

<ll 

u-1 

CO 

kO 

n 

1—i 

u-1 

^O 

CO 

vO 

o 

U-) 

CS 

u-1 

1 

z 

^ 

u-1 

0^ 

-* 

C3N 

CO 

o 

00 

^o 

CM 

t> 

I-H 

C3^ 

D 

e 

vO 

(— 1 

o 

CO 

\D 

1-^ 

u-| 

1-4 

u-1 

u-1 

O 

3 

i-H 

-* 

CO 

s 

a 

1 

>^ 

1 

!^ 

U-l 

t-H 

CJ 

o 

« 

cs 

vD 

t> 

CO 

vD 

vf 

i-H 

I— 1 

u-l 

CO 

CO 

cs 

5^ 

o 

4J 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

O 

ci 

M 

^ 

O 

H 

r^ 

I— 1 

r- 

o 

r-l 

o 

CM 

o 
cs 

m 

C3S 

to 

O 

1-4 

g 

^ 

M 

< 

^1 

IV 

CO 

XI 

vO 

C^ 

O 

i-~ 

ejv 

O 

CO 

00 

00 

CO 

CS 

u-1 

o 

w 

e 

^ 

<f 

<f 

m 

o 

m 

CO 

•— 1 

cs 

U-) 

<^ 

ro 

w 

3 

u-l 

«— 1 

lO 

00 

in 

m 

<f 

r^ 

cs 

vO 

t" 

Z 

f-4 

.—1 

T—t 

t^ 

o 

^ 

fu 

n 

s 

M 

H 

o 

4J 

W 

a> 

<u 

< 

■H 

ca 

u 

T3 

E-i 

^4 

h 

a 

fH 

0) 

O 

a 

in 

« 

> 

to 

C 

H 

VI 

o 

u 

l-i 

0) 

o 

in 

iH 

Oi 

D. 
C 

3 

t4 

e 

• 

u 

;4 

3 

u 

T) 

n 

f-H 

01 

■a 

o 

<u 

4-1 

00 

c 

•a 

X 

Id 

00 

c 

s 

•a 

T3 

^ 

o. 

c 

to 

01 

X 

u 

•j-i 

0) 

<0 

•o 

c 
to 

0) 

J4 

u 

0 

01 

o 

g 

4J 

u 

« 

c 

in 

to 

in 

0) 

•a 

s 

X 

3 

^4 

o 

F-l 

J2 

u 

s 

r-4 

^4 

p 

c 

0) 

I-H 

to 

a. 

.Q 

o 

(U 

ns 

•o 

QJ 

•H 

•o 

o 

UH 

d) 

« 

lU 

/<: 

e 

•r4 

c 

E 

Ui 

.— 1 

r. 

»< 

c 

u 

H 

H 

i-i 

>4 

O 

1-1 

0) 

in 

o 

in 

0) 

a) 

4J 

o 

(0 

•H 

e 

w 

u 

^4 

■u 

-C 

u 

e 

a 

4J 

4-1 

3 

fc 

M-l 

u 

in 

o 

0) 

c 

0) 

0) 

in 

a 

01 

o 

o 

t— 1 

l4-t 

to 

•a 

^4 

fc 

^ 

CO 

m 

-i; 

u 

u 

o 

c 

a 

73 

TD 

O 

<4-l 

c 

0) 

u 

3 

1-1 

<u 

0 

X 

c 

c 

01 

C 

to 

.il 

■N 

o 

in 

O 

o 

u 

UH 

0) 

c 

o 

o 

>4 

<0 

•s 

00 

1-1 

e 

s 

0) 

X 

3 

-o 

o 

o 

■H 

-o 

•,-( 

•a 

en 

c 

.—1 

o 

01 

> 

I— 1 

XI 

e 

in 

•r4 

4J 

<u 

01 

c 

0) 

tj 

•H 

to 

s 

e 

-o 

*H 

0) 

0) 

o 

to 

u 

u 

4J 

to 

>1 

0) 

•H 

^4 

0) 

■u 

o 

in 

0) 

4J 

4J 

o 

j: 

^J 

CO 

01 

CO 

D.   O 

111 

t«i 

01 

00 

3 

•H 

in 

4-1 

IJ 

CO 

to 

iH 

<u 

144 

u 

a. 

,~i 

3 

.— ( 

14-1 

e 

to 

t-H 

!-i 

0) 

I4-) 

T3 

^4 

> 

> 

in 

e 

o 

3 

CO 

O 

a 

o 

•o 

l4 

c 

o 

01 

T-i 

to 

c 

0) 

*H 

^1 

3 

h 

■a 

XI 

O 

4-1 

o 

e 

u 

c 

nj 

to 

X 

.— * 

to 

u 

■r4 

o. 

l4 

0) 

O 

CO 

P 

to 

u 

o 

o 

w 

fu 

to 

(^ 

2: 

01 

o 

CO 

o 

^ 

o 

04 

in 

PC 

fe 

CO 

1-5 

o 

H 

o 

vO 


<u 

4J    U 

C    -H 

a)  ^ 

en 

o    3 

• 

1 

vO 

u    p 

<f 

<u  o 

Oj    Z 

CM        1-1 


»0        CT*        vO        VD 

lO      u~>      ro 


-3- 


00 


o 


CT%       lO       vO 


H 
O 

hi 
u 
o 

m 
o 
fl^ 

w 
o 

fQ 

Q 
W 
>^ 
O 

a 

IS 
o 

EH 

1/1 
& 

ca 

M 


,£1 
01 
H 


u    o    01 

"-ft 


en 
O 


CM 


00 

(N 

<t 

-* 

I—* 

CM 

I— 1 

T—t 

<N 

f-t 

00 

c^ 

00 

VD 

OS 

o 

CN 

r-- 

T-l 

CM 

CM 

CN 

lO 

o 

in 

CM 

IT) 

CM 

1— 1 

CN 

r-i 

CO      o 
O      rl 


O 
O 


O 


O 

I— 1 

.—1 

CM 

<!■ 

00 

O 

o 

00 

o 

vO 

o 

c^ 

in 

t— ) 

<u  s-s 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

a 

• 

• 

■u 

t— j 

r- 

^ 

CM 

en 

O 

<f 

1— J 

o 

n 

CM 

.-1    -rl 

t— 1 

— ' 

1-H 

r-t 

T-l 

n 

r-* 

a  j: 

^-^ 

4J     ?     JJ 

o    r    <u 

/— ^ 

^^ 

H    C  .^ 

OS 

-* 

m 

in 

r^ 

00 

<y. 

t~~ 

c^ 

vO 

vO 

en 

o 

i^ 

m 

O    g 

^ 

^o 

o 

CO 

O 

SO 

<t 

Cvl 

rn 

CM 

n 

.-1 

r—i 

00 

a     3 

CM 

u-i 

•^-' 

m 

<n 

in 

I—) 

to 

z 

« 
n 

^^ 

T3 

C 

0) 

u 

C 
o 

•H 
4J 
CO 
O 

(0 

0) 
T3 

<0 

u 

H 

0) 

■u 
to 
u 

Cd 

I— ( 
to 

ID 

(fl 

OJ 

o 
> 

11 

1— 1 

in 
v 
o 

«r-l 
> 

u 

CO 

p 
o 

•H 
•U 
(0 
(U 

<fl 

01 

o 
> 

0) 

en 
■o 

01 
4J 

!>. 

3 

<u 

p 

en 

o 

to 

P 

T3 

V4 

E 

•H 

»— < 

to 

<u 

t— 1 

o 

0) 

u 

(A 

e 

■U 

*r^ 

Vi 

BJ 

0) 

•H 

4-1 

n 

T) 

o 

•H 

<0 

1) 

-w 

04 

U 

^1 

<v 

o 

u 

t— 1 

■u 

o 

to 

(fl 

-a 

to 

o 

»4 

us 

o 

•H 

01 

c 

a. 

a) 

P 

73 

Vj 

a 

o 

•o 

o 

*. 

■U 

OS 

to 

<u 

o 

to 

P 

4J 

0) 

b 

o 

c 

D 

u 

« 

•H 

to 

Ifl 

!-i 

00 

o 

(1) 

o 

T3 

3 

> 

■U 

■r^ 

»^ 

C 

c 

o 

.-H 

T^ 

O 

P 

tn 

T3 

M 

p 

•—1 

p 

jj 

U-l 

V 

o 

•H 

JD 

4-1 

•H 

to 

p 

p 

(U 

V 

to 

*H 

o 

o 

tj 

■H 

u 

<u 

(0 

to 

I— 1 

M 

10 

tn 

e 

p 

e 

p 

3 

4J 

3 

r—l 

^1 

4-t 

^ 

<U 

p 

o 

T3 

fs-o 

u 

O 

4J 

J2 

3 

u 

3 

1— < 

«. 

tn 

r-< 

T-t 

•H 

< 

^ 

h  « 

T-i 

P 

O 

ra 

T3 

0 

CU 

to 

tu 

(0 

to 

to 

Ifl 

Vi 

*»   t>i 

P 

an 

M 

to 

^< 

p 

o. 

Ul 

o 

0) 

p 

u 

in 

o 

u 

n  o 

o 

c 

■U 

«-l 

3 

O 

m 

u 

<u 

p 

P 

o 

u 

01 

•I-l 

Ifl 

3  .-1 

•H 

•w 

(A 

3 

Q 

S 

P 

0) 

1—1 

to 

•H 

Ifl 

01 

CH 

.—I 

3 

•o  a 

u 

c 

c 

C 

a 

J: 

o 

p 

{fl 

u 

■M 

o 

,Q 

•o 

B   E 

60 

•H 

o 

(d 

^1 

■u 

x: 

•H 

3 

tu 

P 

U 

3 

P 

M    W 

< 

a 

QJ 

S 

H 

o 

3 

fc. 

03 

p- 

w 

P^ 

eu 

l-l 

o 
o 


00 
M3 
CO 


CO 


o 


>. 

U    U-l      0} 

^ 

C      O     4-J 

o 

3         m 

o 

O  i-^    u 

cd 

a      w 

J!  . 


4J    CO    vO 


,-.  o 
00  in 


O  3 

o  o 


lo  in  ro  00  o>  cj^ 


rn   00   v£) 


<o     o^ 


\0   vO   00 


CN  O 
CO  1^ 
O   -I 


CO   o 


m  vo  00 


^  o 
CO  m 


^    O    -U 

n 

Csl 

<f 

n 

r-4 

CO 

in 

O 

^ 

OS 

(0         n) 

O 

1—1 

O 

o 

O 

ON 

CT^ 

ON 

o 

O 

■U   5-S    JJ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o        to 

rsl 

CM 

CVJ 

r>j 

CM 

.—1 

1—1 

1—1 

CN 

fv* 

H    nj 

o 


O   ^ 


< 


o 
H 


o- 

m 

■<f 

in 

r- 

^O 

^ 

o 

m 

CM 

00 

O 

r- 

CN 

rn 

ON 

in 

m 

00 

CM 

\£) 

vO 

ON 

CO 

lO 

1— < 

r-- 

r^ 

•<t 

0^ 

CM 

r^ 

CM 

<t 

vO 

rn 

1—1 

1—1 

m 

r-l 

1—1 

1—4 

.—1 

O 

o^ 

O 

.—J 

CN 

O 
U 


J3 

e 
o 


CO  m 


O   m   ^^   00 

m  m  o  fn 
»-j  m  r^  00 


CO 

ON 

in 

CO 

^D 

r-- 

<f 

o 

o 

.-J 

nO 

ro 

r^ 

00 

r- 

m 

r- 

O 

r^ 

f-t 

CM 

00 

r- 

CN 

r^ 

r^ 

ON 

r- 

<T> 

00 

ON 

ON 

CN 

'-' 

v£> 

c^ 

X 


J3 

eg 


CO 

z 


o 


cNi  m  -^ 

.— I   in   o 


cn 

vO 

r-- 

.-1 

rn 

in 

ro 

t— t 

o 

in 

CO 

^ 

vO 

m 

00 

CM 

r-< 

ON 

r-- 

o 

en 

O 

—J 

t^ 

ON 

r-l 

>n 

<J- 

00 

CN| 

O 

—1 

<f 

CO 

CM 

in 

h^ 

n 

r^ 

O 

<*■ 

.— < 

en 

00 

o 

CM 

O 

<!• 

vo  in  vc  00 


o 
o 


o 
« 


o  m 


00 


r^   O 

p^  in 


^  00  m 

\0   00   •— * 

00  OO  r^ 


in  in  ^  lo 


o 


--^  o  t/l 


14 

>» 

O 

0) 

(U    u 

(9 

V4 

J3 

J3 

00    Q 

P 

IS 

a 

B 

n  -1 

1^ 

3 

(>J 

(U 

<u 

ti     3  O 

J3 

C 

vO 

u 

> 

0)    cx^o 

(U 

« 

CT- 

(U 

o 

>      O    0^ 

fc, 

*-) 

.—1 

Q 

z 

<C    CL,    -i 

D 


D 


n 


in  1960.   The  nonwhite  per  cent  of  total  employment  In  the  two 

industry  groups  of  Finance,  Insurance  and  Real  Estate  and  of 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Trade  were  5.6  per  cent  and  18.4  per  cent 

respectively.   The  manufacturing  industries  employed  21.2  per 
cent  of  all  the  workers  in  Rocky  Mount  in  1960,  but  only 

employed  16.2  per  cent  of  all  the  nonwhite  workers  in  the  labor 
force  . 

RETAIL  SALES 

Rocky  Mount  is  a  trading  center  for  a  large  area  and  this 
can  be  proven  by  an  examination  of  Retail  Sales  data.   Table  XXII 
portrays  Retail  Sales  of  selected  areas  from  November,  1962, 
through  October,  1963.   During  that  time  span  Rocky  Mount  had 
58.77  per  cent  of  the  Retail  Sales  in  Nash  and  Edgecombe  Counties 
and  1.20  per  cent  of  the  Retail  Sales  of  North  Carolina.   This 
compares  to  the  1960  population  of  Rocky  Mount,  which  was  27.9 
per  cent  of  the  two  counties  and  .71  per  cent  of  the  State.   The 
Retail  Sales  in  Nash  and  Edgecombe  Counties  are  not  high  in 
relation  to  the  State,  for  in  1963,  2.04  per  cent  of  all  the 
Retail  Sales  in  North  Carolina  were  in  the  two  counties,  but 
in  1960  the  two  counties  had  2.53  per  cent  of  the  population  in 
the  State  . 

Based  upon  a  national  average  that  a  person  spends  60  per 
cent  of  his  personal  income  in  retail  trade.  Table  XXIII  shows 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  money  spent  in  retail  trade  In 
Nash  and  Edgecombe  Counties  came  from  outside  the  counties. 
Comparing  60  per  cent  of  personal  income  with  gross  retail  trade, 
it  is  seen  that  40  cents  of  every  dollar  put  in  retail  trade  in 
Nash  County  comes  from  outside  the  county;  whereas,  in  Edgecombe 
County,  31  cents  of  every  retail  trade  dollar  comes  from  beyond 
the  county.   Since  Rocky  Mount  has  58.8  per  cent  of  all  retail 
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trade  in  the  two  counties  and  since  52  cents  of  every  retail 
dollar  spent  in  Rocky  Mount  comes  from  outside  the  city  limits, 
Rocky  Mount's  retail  trade  area  extends  beyond  the  two  counties. 

Table  XXIII.   PERSONAL  INCOME  AND  GROSS  RETAIL  SALES  IN 
ROCKY  MOUNT  AND  NASH  AND  EDGECOMBE  COUNTIES  IN  1959* 

Total  Rocky 

Edgecombe 


Nash 

Personal  Income  60,117,000 
Gross  Retail  Sales  60,098,887 
60%  of  Income        36,072,000 


Money  spent  from 
outside 

Money  spent  from 
outside  as  a  °l„    of 
Gross  Retail  Sales 


24,026,887 


40% 


48,525,000 
42 ,455,791 
29,  115,000 

13,330,791 
3  1.4% 


Counties  Mount 

108,642,000  47,847,456 

102,554,678  60,300,000 

65,187,000  28,708,474 

37  ,367,678  31,  591  , 526 


3  6  .  4% 


5  2.4% 


Gross  Retail  Sales  for  Fiscal  Year  1959-60 


AGRICULTURE 

Tobacco  accounts  for  most  of  the  income  from  farm  products 
in  Nash  and  Edgecombe  Counties  although  it  is  more  important  in 
the  former.   In  Nash  County  tobacco  sales  accounted  for  67.3 
per  cent  of  the  sales  of  all  farm  products  in  1959,  and  had 
increased  to  73.2  per  cent  of  all  farm  products  sales  in  1962. 
Cotton,  hogs,  and  poultry  and  eggs  were  the  products  next  in 
importance  in  terras  of  cash  receipts  in  Nash  County.   Tobacco, 
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peanuts,  cotton,  corn  and  hogs  provided  the  highest  income 
from  products,  in  order  of  importance  in  Edgecombe  County. 
Tobacco  sales  were  55.2  per  cent  of  all  sales  for  farm  products 
in  Edgecombe  County  in  1959,  and  in  1962  they  dropped  to  54.6 
per  cent  of  all  sales  for  farm  products. 

The  data  presented  on  Tables  XXIV   and  XXV   show  that  the 
farm  economy  of  Edgecombe  County  is  more  diversified  than  that 
for  Nash  County.   It  is  significant  to  note  that  cotton  sales, 
as  a  per  cent  of  total  sales  for  all  farm  products  have  been 
increasing  in  Edgecombe  County;  whereas,  cotton  sales  have  been 
either  declining  or  remaining  constant  in  other  areas  of 
North  Carolina.   Nash  County  follows  the  North  Carolina  trend. 

WORKER  MOBILITY 

Rocky  Mount  workers  generally  are  employed  in  either  Nash 
or  Edgecombe  Counties.   The  two  counties  provide  employment  for 
96.5  per  cent  of  the  workers  living  in  Rocky  Mount  who  reported 
their  place  of  employment  in  the  census  of  1960.   In  the  six 
townships  surrounding  the  city,  96.4  per  cent  of  the  employees 
who  reported  their  place  of  employment  in  1960  worked  In  either 
Nash  or  Edgecombe  Counties.   It  is  important  that  jobs  are 
available  locally  and  workers  living  in  the  area  do  not  have  to 
travel  to  other  counties  for  employment.   Rocky  Mount  and  the 
two  counties  appear  stable  in  respect  to  worker  mobility.   See 
Table  XXViand  Chart  XII  for  further  data. 

An  estimate  of  the  availability  of  production  type  workers 
within  20  miles  of  Rocky  Mount  has  been  made  by  the  Employment 
Security  Commission  of  North  Carolina  and  is  included  in  the 
appendix. 


FURTHER  EMPLOYMENT  PROJECTIONS 

Assuming  that  employment  in  Rocky  Mount  will  increase  in 
the  future  at  the  same  rate  it  increased  during  1950  and  1960, 

-  ^;0  - 


PERCENT    OF    WORKERS     LIVING    IN    THE    SIX     TOWNSHIP     AREA 
AND     WORKING     IN     VARIOUS     COUNTIES 


WAKE 

02  % 


VANCE 

0. 1  % 


FRANKLIN 
0.1% 


HAUFAX 

O.IV, 

NASH  ^'.■::l.::::i^i:J      EDGECOMBE 

63.3%         &/  ^  33.1% 

WILSON  /  PITT 

1.0%  /       X  C.1% 

ELSEWHERE      l.8% 


CHART    XII 


nj 

rsi  in  r-   o  r^ 

>*    vO    O    <t    00    m    (NJ 

u 

m  sD  •— '  rsi  •— " 

CM  vo  — '         m           1 

O 

r^ 

H 

o  o  o  o  o 
o  o  ^o  m  o 

O   CM   r--.   cs   O 


o  o  o  o  o  o  o 
o  o  o  o  o  o  o 
O  lO  o  o  o  o  o 


00   m  00   "^   r^ 

<f  <j-  vo  m  <t 
>-<  .-1  m  v£)  lo 


oi  in  o  o  "X)  vjD 
'-'  <f  o  ■-'  r--  <t 

CNJ   -.O    f-<   vO    — I    o 


D 
I   I 


Ui 

H 

Id 

s 

H 

s: 

u 
s 

> 
O 

o 
a 

< 
m 

H 
U 

tJ 

a 
o 

Bi 

s 


J 

< 


o 

u 

s 
o 
o 


Q 

U 
E-l 


^  <t  >j  o  ^'^ 
--t  r-   ^  rsi  rsl 


r-(  in  xt   \0  CO  in  . 
CN    \C)    — I  I 


0^    IN    O    O    O 

^  f^  in  o  O 

\0   CO    \£)    O    O 


m  vo  ^^  C3^  r^ 
o  o  <t  <t  o 

O   ^    -J    \0    CO 


o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

^ 

<^ 

o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

<f 

in 

in 

CM  in 

o  o 

o  o 

<f 

r^ 

CM 

rg 

<f     -H 

o  <t 

in  ri 

o 

00 

vO 

00 

f^  o 

m  o 

^o  ^ 

.-I 

in 

C7^ 

f-t  r^ 

r-i  m 

-1  o 

en 

in 

o 

H 


in  \o  o  CT>  r- 

O    -^    CN    r>4    CM 


m  in  r^  00  o  vD  CM 

<N   vD    <-<  <J" 


o  vo  in  o  o 
-J"  — <  r^  o  o 
U-)  vj-  vo  m  o 


H 
z 
:=) 
o 
u 


o 

Q 


-H   CT*   O^   CM   .— I 
CTn    O    00    vO   0^ 

m  m  in  00  r- 


m  00  o  ^  "^ 


r-  in  CM  o  O  m  c^ 
m  CO  o  o  i'^  ^  —* 
f-<  — '  r--  o  ^n  •-'  CM 


O 
H 


r--    vO    CM    CM   CM 


00  ^0  -^  O  O 
00  \0  00  O  O 
0^   sO    r-<   O   O 


rn  m  m  '—'<*■  vD  vD 

•-J    vD   CM  >J 


O  O  O  O  O  O  O 
O  O  O  O  O  O  O 
O    O    O    O   O    O    O 


r-  CM  00  O  — < 
— •  >0  <t  O  vD 
<t  in  ^  \£)  »n 


O  CO  lO  o   O   u^  o 
r^  O  o^  O  in  <!■  "<f 

r-<    C>    <r    UI    — J    o 


o 


o 

o  o  o  o 

o  o 

o 

—I 

o< 

o 

O  lO  o  o 

o  o 

o 

00 

CM 

in 

O  rvi  o  o 

O   00 

o- 

o 

00 

I 


O      r^ 


o 
o 


l-l 
u 


X 


J3 

El 


c 

in 

■o 

u 

a 

« 

tu 

c 

o 

u 

a> 

•-* 

ID 

3 

C 

J3 

^ 

in 

TJ 

tu 

>, 

n 

00  ^ 

O 

B 

o 

4J 

00  o 

l-i 

>, 

en 

01 
00 

(U    o 

4J 

a 

n 

c 

00 

m 

T3    in 

^ 

in 

r-i 

■H 

c 

> 

C     HI 

o 

at 

4J 

10 

ra 

1-1 

n)    > 

o 

r-( 

c 

4-1 

j-i 

■a 

in 

V?) 

>N 

•H 

ij 

(0 

QJ 

o 

o 

in 

o 

3 

QJ 

M 

>N— 1 

in 

t/5 

ti 

H 

o 

c 

4J 

»-* 

o 

in 

iJ 

OJ 

Jj 

0) 

c 

o 

o 

3 

u 

U 

4J 

u 

in 

.-< 

U      U 

> 

r-^ 

M 

T) 

(0 

u 

C 

C 

(U 

c 

n] 

•H 

OJ 

in 

u 

Jl 

^     0) 

-w 

nJ 

01 

c 

J3 

ij 

n] 

M 

-C 

1-t 

u 

3 

M 

00 

ij 

,-4 

3   ^ 

^^ 

4J 

> 

n 

O 

o 

a> 

o 

u 

o 

^ 

o 

o 

nl 

■H 

O    U 

o 

O 

u 

H 

u 

cu 

u 

o 

Cu 

tu 

u. 

I 

U 

S 

a,  o 

H 

o 

o 

^  CO  00   eg   r-1   CNl   fN 


00  CN  -^  r^  -- 


iJ      -J-   CO  <f   >A  <f 
H 


— .  to  rg  ^  ^ 


r^  CN  o  O  00  O  o 
r-i  00  O  O  ^  O  CM 
•-<   <t    <t    O    O    O   00 


O  O  O  O  O 
O  O  O  O  O 
O    O    O   O    "^ 


\0  fn  r^  O  CN  »n 
.-<  <t  vO  (N  o  <f 
ON  tN  i^  n  .-< 


in  1/-1  u~>  in  o 
in  r-i  in  csj  r^ 
<)■  r-i  m  <f  rsi 


m  CM  ro  ■— '  ^^ 


H 
M 

l-i 

z 
u 
X 

z 

u 

> 
o 
o 


U-l 

—4 

R^ 

o 

4-1 

^ 

<t 

•^ 

m 

CN 

•         1 

1    OD 
1 

rvi 

n 

r- 

^ 

1 

O 

o 

5^ 

o 

H 

CO 

00 

O 

v£> 

<J- 

m 

CM 

r-< 

f-4 

1 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

O 

O 

o 

O 

O 

O 

o 

^o 

tn 

o 

in 

^ 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

O 

in 

o 

in 

u 

o 

m 

p^ 

o 

o 

O      1 

1   o 

o 

o 

O 

r-- 

r^ 

- 

(0 

«< 

«• 

*• 

•V 

* 

-   I 

1     - 

» 

■> 

■■ 

r. 

■. 

o 

t— 1 

.— 1 

m 

o 

in 

o 

m 

CO 

o 

vO 

O 

00 

m 

in 

.-1 

00 

CM 

o^ 

i^ 

r^ 

<r 

in 

rg 

kD 

CM 

00 

rg 

o 
n 

'O 

^ 

^ 

in 

O 

<t 

rn 

in 

^ 

CN 

m 

<t   rg  CN  .-'  '-' 


n 


Q. 
Z 

< 


H 
U 

a 
o 

(Vc 
Z 


O 


O 
OS 


H 

z 

O 
C_) 


CQ 
S 
O 


II 

oo^f^mrn  r-i^ocsicM*-' 

in         —i 


— i-OCMOOOOOOOOOO 
vOr^sDO»00"^OOOOOi^ 

o— iino"~>oorMinoooor^ 


o 
o 


CM^Jt-HOCTN^-icOtDOOOr^O^J 

<tOr-cMr-  r^in^mp-i 


O        c^ 


I 


^-*      c>JOooi^^-*-J"^^ 


m  vo  .— I  'J?  <J 

in  r-l 


en  r-~  m  [^  ' 
(N  in  CI  CM 


U 
S 

o 

z 


Q 
M 
H 


-<'noo<toooooooo 

a0C0OO"~tO'^OOOOOO 

r^aooovovDcMomoooo 


xo^'-<o»ncsioorsir^OCNio<-< 
rsir^oovoco        — I— <inr-i^-io 

CM(M.-i<Nlr-  ^0-*>^r-i 

O    •— *   CM    —i  r-l 


o 


> 


a 

tri 


M 
0) 

<-<  m 

x>  o. 

a  o 

u  h 

o  u 

(C 

>  «" 

c 
1   n 


C  p 

Q  -O 

(n  o 

Ot    O  D. 
01    o 

4J  ^ 

■o   m  o 

C     01  o 

CO     >  iJ 

T-l  U1 

u  > 


U03  U    U    u    ti    l/i  ^  uu-w 

(Qjjcca>cij-H         «u)u^<-i<u^ 

OOH>OiJO^(0OO(fl-HOiJ 
HUlXUOpMU-Xt-XUSCUO 


e 

t^ 

a 

cu 

f-l 

ij 

(U 

c 

u 

0) 

o 

B 

H 

c 

u 

•o 

01 

c 

> 

ffl 

o 

u 

u 

o 

Table  XXVI-   WORKER  MOBILITY  IN  1960 


Count  ies 


Workers  entering 
county  from 
Rocky  Mount 


N  umb  e  r 

Wake  24 

Durham  - 

Nash  7,480 

Franklin  17 

Halifax  28 

Edgecombe  3,794 

Wilson  94 

Johnston  3 

Vance  9 

Pitt  8 

Wayne  4 

Martin  4 

Lenoir  4 

Elsewhere  217 

Place  not  reported   301 
Total  Reported   (11,686) 

Total  11,987 


% 
.2 


Workers  entering 
coun  ty  from  the 
six  townships  in 
Nash  and  Edgecombe  Counties 

Number 

40 


64.0   10,539 


.2 

17 

.2 

52 

32.5 

5, 

530 

.8 

159 

a 

7 

.1 

21 

.1 

16 

a 

4 

a 

4 

a 

4 

1.9 

296 

— 

464 

10  0% 

(16 

,689) 

17 

,153 

% 

.2 

63 

.3 

.1 

.3 

33 

.1 

1 

.0 

a 

.1 

.1 

a 

^ 

a 

1 

.8 

10  0% 


Too  small  to  calculate 
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EMPLOYMENT    AS    A     PERCENT   OF    TOTAL 
POPULATION     1950   TO  1980 


1950 


I       I       I  z~i 


I960 


^ 


27,697 


TOTAL     POPULATION 


^ 


TOTAL     EMPLOYMENT 


5> 


MANUFACTURING     EMPLOYEES 


WHOLESALE    TRADE    EMPLOYEES 


RETAIL     TRADE     EMPLOYEES 


I  I 


32,147 
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turing  bring  359  more  people  into  a  city.   The  additional 
manufacturing  employees  estimated  in  1980  would  increase 
Rocky  Mount's  population  by  about  3,900. 


46 


SUMMARY  OF  FINDINGS 

Rocky  Mount  is  the  financial  center  of  a  region  Including 
two  counties,  but 

In  every  census  since  1900  Rocky  Mount  has  had  a  larger 
per  cent  of  the  population  in  the  two  counties.   During  the  same 
time  the  county  areas  themselves  have  become  more  urban. 

The  city  has  a  higher  percentage  of  older  persons  and  a 
lower  percentage  of  young  adults  than  the  average  North  Carolina 
city.   Young  adults  have  been  leaving  Rocky  Mount. 

The  median  family  income  Ln  Rocky  Mount  is  lower  than  for 
other  urban  areas  in  North  Carolina,  but  it  is  high  in  relation 
to  eastern  North  Carolina  cities. 

The  population  projections  for  the  two  counties  show  Nash 
County  decreasing  slightly  and  Edgecombe  County  increasing 
slightly  by  1980.   The  six  townships  surrounding  Rocky  Mount 
show  a  significant  increase  in  population  for  1980.   The 
corporate  limits  of  Rocky  Mount  are  projected  to  contain  about 
43,000  persons  by  1980. 

Rocky  Mount  had  a  high  per  cent  of  its  workers  employed 
in  wholesale  and  retail  trade  establishing  the  fact  that  the 
city  is  a  major  shopping  and  distribution  center.   Many  persons 
are  employed  in  manufacturing  non-durable  goods  because  of  the 
concentrations  of  the  textile  and  tobacco  industries. 

Between  1950  and  1960,  population  increased  faster  than 
employment  which  means  that  each  worker  must  be  supporting 
more  non-workers. 

Non-white  employees  were  not  represented  in  many  industrial 
classifications  in  proportion  to  their  per  cent  of  total  population. 

There  are  many  jobs  available  in  the  two-county  area  for 
persons  living  near  Rocky  Mount. 

Future  employment  should  increase  generally  consistent  with 
population  increases.   Jobs  in  manufacturing  should  show  a 
significant  increase  by  1980. 
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EMPLOYMENT   SECURITY    COMMISSION    OF    NORTH   CAROLINA 
Bureau  of  Employment  Security  Research 
Raleigh,    North  Carolina 

ESTIMATE     OF     PRODUCTION     WORKER     A  V  A  I  L  AB  I  L  I  T  Y   j_/ 

Area;  Rocky  Llount  N,   C,  October  19  65 


RECRUITING  AREA!    20    _  MILE  RADIUS   (ROAD  MILES); 
SITES  IN  OR  NEAR       Rocky  I.iount 


POPUUTION  OF   ENCIRCLED  AREA:  152,523 

(I960  Census) 


EACH  YEAR  APPROXIMftT 


ELY         I'OTO         ,1 


GH  SCHOOL 


GRADUATES  ENTER  THE  UBOfi   MARKET    IN  THE  ENCIRCLED 
AREA.      IT    IS  ESTIMATED  THAT  ABOUT  795  Of 

THESE  GRADUATES    WOULD     BE     AVAIUBLE  FOR  JOBS   IN 

Rocky  llount . 


Characteristics  of  Available  Production  Type  Workers 


Characteristics 

Total 

white 

OTHER                          1 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total  Estimate  of  available 
Production  type  workers 

3,270 

810 

1,180 

570 

710 

SKILLED 

270 

95 

140 

25 

10 

Semiskilled 

760 

200 

275 

150 

155 

Trainable  Fob  Production  Jobs 
Demanding  Skill  Development 

2,240 

515 

765 

595 

565 

Experienced  WORKERS,  By  Industry 

Skilled 

Semiskilled 

Textiles,   Including  Hosiery 

150 

255 

Lumber  and  V/ood 

20 

171) 

Tobacco  Processing 

20 

140 

i.Iachinery  i.If  £:.   and  iletal  Jaoricating- 

30 

55 

\J     DeFINITIOHl 

Those  persons  available  and  qualified  for  a  production  type  job  in  industries  which  afford  wages 

AND  working  conditions  EQUAL  TO  OR  SLIGHTLY  BETTER  THAN  THE  PRESENT  INDUSTRIAL  PATTERN  OF  THE  AREA. 

only  those  persons  who  possess  production  job  skills  and  those  persons  under  45  years  of  age  who 
are  trainable  for  production  jobs  are  included. 

Excluded  are  job-seekers  not  deemed  to  be  suitable  for  production  type  work. 
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